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We have already passed the halfway mark of this
year and here at Missio SACBC we have been very
busy getting ready for Mission Month, that means
printing envelopes, prayer cards and posters and
once all this was done to then make up the
packages with promotional material for the various
dioceses that form Missio SACBC, 29 in total. | was
very thankful for the few people who came to give
a hand in sorting, packing and labelling the
hundreds of boxes for expedition. By now all the
Dioceses should have received their parcels of
promotional materials in order that in turn they
may now see to the distribution to the parishes.

Preparing Mission Promotion Materials to send
to the 29 Dioceses that make up the SACBC

A word of thanks to our PMS Diocesan Directors for
the work they do in coordinating Mission Month
activities and involving all the parishes in their
diocese. If by chance your parish does not receive
your materials by the middle of September, please
contact your PMS Diocesan Director to ensure that
you get it on time. Let us all put in a concerted
effort this year to do the necessary missionary
promotion, motivating and informing in order that
all the faithful will get actively involved in
supporting the Universal Mission of the Church.
Remember that all the baptised are missionary
disciples and must be involved in evangelisation.

The General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission
Societies dealt with many issues this year. One sad
fact is that donations have dropped drastically from

the United States and Australia in particular and
these two countries are normally among the
biggest contributors to the Universal Fund. This has
resulted in the reality that the amount of money
available for distribution to the needy Mission
Churches was considerably less this year. There has
been a constant downward tendency with regard
to collection amounts in the past years.

One positive factor is that in local currency terms
most African countries are increasing their
contribution to the Universal Fund, however the
total amount collected in Africa remains but a small
perclgntage of the total collected throughout the
world.

We as a Church in Southern
Africa need to work
towards  greater  self-
sustainability while at the
same time striving to help
support the missionary
obligation of the Universal
Church. As a local Church
we need to come of age
and begin to rely on local
resources to fund and build
up the local Church. To
achieve this implies that we
need to be well formed and
founded in our Faith and
fully committed to our
~ | responsibilities as missionary
disciples. Our sad reality is
that often we don’t see
ourselves as the Church, we
more likely see the Church

“them” or as physical

as the hierarchy,
structures. We as baptised Catholics are the Church
and each needs to realise his or her specific task in
the Church in order for the whole to function

properly.

as

Let us continue to pray for so many Christians who
are being persecuted and for the significant
number of priests and religious who have been
kidnapped. We also pray for peace, reconciliation
and unity in so many countries in situations of war,
violence and civil unrest. May Jesus Christ the
Prince of Peace come to bring His healing and
peace to these nations.

Gordon Rees

Fr. Gordon Rees mccj - National Director
Missio SACBC / PMS -South Africa, Botswana & Swaziland
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THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS
ON FUNDRAISING

An exchange of views on methods and possibilities of
systematic fundraising for the work of the Pontifical
Mission Societies focuses our attention on one of the
major challenges we national directors face in our daily
work. The question about the theological foundations of
this part of our work puts us in something of a quandary,
however: mission and money do not appear to sit easily
with one another.

On the one hand, we are conscious of Jesus’ instructions to
his disciples concerning the proclamation of the Good
News in the towns and villages of Galilee: ‘Do not take gold
or silver or copper for your belts; no sack for the journey,
or a second tunic, or sandals, or walking stick. Without cost
you have received; without cost you are to give.” (Mt 10:
8b-10) Selflessness and personal unpretentiousness
characterise the credibility of those who spread the Good
News of God’s Kingdom in a world where, as a rule, quite
different attitudes prevail. Indeed, the accusation that
missionaries have performed their work out of self-interest
or by employing material incentives has repeatedly
harmed their reputation and so discredited their cause. In
view of this, the joint ecumenical document Christian
Witness in a Multi-Religious World: Recommendations for
Conduct (2011) states quite unequivocally that situations
of poverty and need must not be exploited to encourage
people to convert by means of allurements, including
financial incentives and rewards (Principles, No. 4).

On the other hand, missionary work, as a systematic
enterprise designed to spread the Christian faith, needed a
goal and a plan from the very beginning if it was to be
successfully  implemented: it required planning,
organisation, structures and strategies. But, above all, it
needed resources: people trained and equipped to do the
job and ultimately the financial means to translate the
plans into reality. The enterprise got under way with the
planning of the missionary journeys undertaken by the
Apostle Paul and his companions. The need for a
strategically planned and executed mission led in 1622 to
the founding of the Congregation for the Propagation of
the Faith. The wish to provide missionaries with wide-
ranging support for their endeavours was the main
stimulus for the founding of the Pontifical Mission
Societies (1822/1922). Even today, to perform its task of
evangelization the Church still needs adequate resources
that not every local church has available.

Clearly, evangelization is impossible without financial
resources. This begs the question of how the money can
be raised without harming the Church’s credibility. Or, to
put it differently, are there methods and procedures of
raising the requisite financial means that do not conflict
with the overall purpose and task of the Church to pass on
and disseminate the faith in the world? Ultimately, then,
the question that needs to be addressed is the theological
and ethical foundation of fundraising efforts within the
Church or, to be more precise, in the missionary context.

Points of reference in the Bible

That a varied picture should emerge from Holy Scripture
can come as no surprise. What strikes us immediately is
Jesus’ pronounced scepticism towards material values and
the destructive power they can hold over us human
beings. His words resound in our ears: You cannot serve
both God and mammon. (Mt 6:24). It is easier for a camel
to pass through the eye of a needle than for someone rich
to enter the kingdom of God. (Lk 18:25). Do not store up
treasures for yourselves on earth, but store up treasures in
heaven (Mt 6:19f).

On the other hand, considerable importance attaches in
the Old Testament to material support for the poor and
underprivileged. This is true, in particular, of the general

prohibition of usury, the forgiving of debts in a Jubilee year
and the giving of alms. Social works of this kind were not
intended primarily to serve the interests of the donors so
as to enhance their social prestige. They were geared,
above all, to the welfare of the needy and in the face of
God they are of significance in themselves. The prophets
underline the significance of these works for the
marginalised in their trenchant criticism of society and
establish a link between them and the history of the faith
of the people of Israel. Jesus takes up these thoughts and
amplifies them. Thus it is God himself who rewards good
deeds and the attitude that inspires them (see Mt 6:1-4).
Indeed, it is God himself to whom the good deed is
ultimately devoted, because he identifies to such an extent
with the fate of the poor and the lowliest that they take his
place to a certain extent (see Mt 25:31-46).

Of particular importance for the issue we are addressing
here is the collection which the Apostle Paul urged the
congregations he had founded to make in order to support
the first church in Jerusalem. The reason he did so was that
the church there was in need; it evidently faced material
poverty which could not be relieved from within the
church itself. But this appeal to support the collection
clearly went far beyond an emergency measure brought
about by events. Fellowship with the first church in
Jerusalem was of deep symbolic and spiritual significance.
Just as the Gentiles had shared in their spiritual blessings,
they ought also to serve them in material blessings (Rom
15:27). The collection was thus intended to give expression
to the spiritual bond between the Jewish Christians and
the Gentile Christians, the value of which was manifested
in an hour of need in the form of practical fellowship. This
aid was not an act of charity but rather a spiritual duty
towards those from whom the gift of the faith had been
received.

The theological foundation of the collection thus opens up
access to the Apostle’s understanding of the Church. For
Paul the churches are not isolated from each other but
linked by spiritual fellowship. Like the parts of a body they
are interconnected and interdependent (1 Cor 12:12-31).
For him the principle underlying the unity of this special
body is Jesus Christ. Through his spirit the individual parts
are integrated into the body during baptism. In Paul’s view,
this reality induced by the Spirit explains the fundamental
unity of all the members despite the differences between
them. In a way, all the differences between individual
human beings are dispelled in Christ. There are no longer
Jews and Greeks, slaves and freemen, men and women,
because they are all ‘one’ in Christ. Paul’s new way of
seeing things is reflected, in particular, in the significance
he attaches to the weaker and lowlier members, for ‘if one
part is hurt, all the parts share its pain’ (1 Cor 12:26).

Pontifical Mission Societies

This image of a body and its many parts explains not just
the interdependence of the strong and weak members of a
church. It is also the foundation for relations of fellowship
between local churches within the universal Church. Here,
too, the strong are obliged to stand by the weak. This
solidarity is geared to the specific needs of the weak and is
called for, in particular, in emergency situations. However,
it is fundamentally different from charity. Whereas the
giving of charity is the result of a marked social gap
between the donor and the recipient, this distinction is
abolished in Christ by the joint affiliation of all the parts to
the spiritual body of the universal Church. Within the
spiritual community of the universal Church there are not
just givers and receivers. On the contrary, each member
has something indispensable to contribute to the Spirit-
inspired congregation of the faithful. An exchange of gifts
takes place enabling the participants in the one body to
become partners who encounter each other on an equal
footing.
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Even while it might appear from the outside to be simply
material assistance, practical fellowship within the universal
Church has, above all, a spiritual significance. It is the
realisation of this that underlies the crucial importance of
the stimulus provided by Pauline Jaricot: the connection
between daily prayers for the work of the propagation of the
faith and practical support for the missionary endeavours of
the Church by means of a regular donation (‘every day an
Our Father and a sou for the mission’). In setting up her
mission society, Pauline Jaricot enabled every Catholic to
take an active part in the missionary work of the Church.
Mission thus becomes a joint effort on the part of all
believers, to which every single person can make his or her
own contribution. So Pauline Jaricot paved the way in a very
practical manner for the statement made at the Second
Vatican Council to the effect that the Church as a whole is by
its very nature missionary and that every baptised person
therefore shares in the missionary task of the Church.

Spiritual motivation is the initial trigger for donations and it
is enhanced by active endeavours. This dialectical
connection is in all likelihood the reason for the resounding
success of Pauline Jaricot’s idea. She thus intuitively
anticipated one of the basic essentials of successful
fundraising. Today fundraising is understood to mean
systematic activities carried out by a charitable organisation
in order to procure all the resources it needs to fulfil its
statutory purpose at the lowest possible cost. This is done by
ensuring there is a consistent focus on the needs of the
resource providers. Fundraising is therefore geared to the
motivation of the donors. It offers them a means of
demonstrating their practical fellowship. The voluntary
nature of the donation results from an appreciation of the
necessity and meaningfulness of the task to be jointly
addressed. Hence it is essential to awaken the donors’
enthusiasm both for the purpose of the donation and for the
act of giving as such. The donors should be able to identify
with the objective they are supporting by means of their
material gift. At the same time they should be able to add
emotional value to their own experience of life through the
act of fellowship expressed by their giving. Successful
fundraising, therefore, has to do first and foremost with
motivation and animation.

Consequences for the organisation of fundraising for
mission societies

The above observations have practical consequences for the
fundraising work of Pontifical Mission Societies. The crucial
point of departure is the motivation of the donor. Successful
fundraising rests on convincing and inspirational missionary
animation activities, the purpose of which is to raise
awareness of the opportunity every individual Christian has
to play an active part in the evangelisation mission of the
Church and to experience this participation as a gratifying
and uplifting dimension of his or her life.

Motivational work must be accompanied by practical
opportunities to give tangible expression to this personal
stance. This is the biggest challenge facing modern
fundraising work for the Pontifical Mission Societies. The
example set by Pauline Jaricot must be brought up to date to
take account of the challenges and opportunities of the
present. Communication at the beginning of the 19th
century was limited for the most part to letters and
periodicals, whereas nowadays there are many ways and
means of keeping in touch with the reality of mission work
on the ground. This calls for the development of formats
giving individuals the opportunity for practical participation
in evangelisation processes all over the world in line with
their specific needs and interests. The experience of
missionary awakenings and the witness borne by people
acting on behalf of others in the spirit of their belief will be
of crucial importance in motivational terms. Individuals must
have tangible experience of the fact that their gift makes
them part of a larger whole which has a significance
extending beyond any financial commitment. For that

reason fundraising for the mission must constantly make it
clear that the money collected is not an end in itself but
fosters developments which ultimately no money in the
world can purchase.

Successful fundraising must be as concrete as possible.
Increasing significance, therefore, attaches to the
presentation of specific projects which donors can support.
Suitable account must also be taken of the donors’ need to
have as close a contact as possible with the projects and
their protagonists. No matter how important and
indispensable it might be to accommodate the expectations
of the donors, sight should never be lost of the real meaning
and purpose of missionary fundraising. Ultimately it is about
amplifying the life of the Church around the world. For that
reason activities right down to the level of specific projects
must address the needs and requirements of the local
churches. They must be taken seriously as independent
players who have their own intrinsic responsibility for the
execution of the missionary assignment in their particular
context.

Even though the aid given must be harnessed to the specific
tasks of the individual local churches and they are entitled to
assess the issues themselves, at the end of the day it must
benefit the well-being and development of the whole body.
Structures must therefore be in place to coordinate the
activities of the various players involved in missionary
fundraising, above all with a view to the schemes to be
funded. It is crucially important that responsibility for the
success of the whole venture should be exercised by all the
players in a spirit of cooperation and partnership.

The role of the fundraiser, in particular, must be that of a
trustee for whom honesty towards the donor and the
recipient must have top priority. So great importance
attaches to accounting for the proper use of the donations
made and to adherence to the relevant standards. There
should never be the slightest doubt that the fundraiser does
everything possible to serve the common purpose and does
not pursue any selfish interests. He must pay due heed to
Jesus’ admonition: ‘You received without charge, give
without charge.” (Mt 10:8b)

| hope | have been able to show that fundraising and mission
need not be irreconcilable opposites. It is indispensable,
however, that there should be an ethical reflection of the
opportunities for, and limits to, fundraising activities in the
context of Church activities, for not everything that is
possible is necessarily correct. A choice must be made from
the range of possibilities open which is in keeping with the
specific character of the Pontifical Mission Societies.
Ultimately that means whatever benefits the successful
performance of Jesus’ missionary task.

Jesus’ warning about unrighteous mammon must, therefore,
be taken seriously. However, we also need to be mindful of
Jesus’ reminder to his disciples that the children of this
world are more prudent in dealing with their own kind than
are the children of light (Lk 16:8). In other words, the
possibilities available must be used in an intelligent and
responsible manner. Than it could become possible that our
activities here on earth enable us to store up treasures in
heaven.

By: Misg. Klaus Kramer - National Director Missio Germany
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POPEGS MESSAGE T
PMS NATIONAL DIRECTORS

Dear brothers and sisters, | greet you with joy at the end
of your General Assembly and | thank Cardinal Fernando
Filoni for his words. With him | greet all the Superiors,
the General Secretaries, the National Directors and all of
you here.

You are well aware of my concern about the Pontifical
Mission Societies, which are far too often reduced to an
organization that collects and distributes, on behalf of
the Pope, economic aid for the neediest Churches. |
know that you are looking for new ways, more
appropriate, more ecclesial ways to carry out your
service regarding the universal mission of the Church.
May the holy martyrs Charles Lwanga and his
companions never cease to pray to God for all of us, His
missionaries.

To renew the ardor and passion, the spiritual engine of
the apostolic activity of innumerable saints and
missionary martyrs, | very much welcomed your
proposal, realized with the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples, to announce an extraordinary
time of prayer and reflectiononthe Ad @ enissiore Is
will ask the whole Church to dedicate the month of
October 2019 to this end, because it also coincides with
the centenary of Ma X i mu mthe Apdstolid Letter
issued by Benedict XV on 30 November 1919 on the
missionary activity of the Church. In this very important
document of his Magisterium on the mission, the Pope
recalls how necessary the holiness of life is to the
efficacy of the apostolate, he recommends, therefore,
an ever-stronger union with Christ and a more
convinced and joyful involvement in his divine passion
for announcing the Gospel to all, loving and employing
mercy towards everyone. Men and women,
‘distinguished by zeal and holiness’, are increasingly
necessary to the Church and to the mission. ‘May he
who preaches God be a man of God’, exhorted Benedict
XV (cf. Apostolic L et 30 November

ngellkad, if SheQigheTp ret;ﬁin freshness, vigor and

?réngth In order to proclaim the Gospel» (No. 15).

In the spirit of the teaching of Blessed Paul VI, it is my
wish that the celebration of the centenary of Ma X i 1
i | ,linuthe month of October 2019, be a favourable
time for prayer, the witness of many saints and martyrs
of the mission, biblical and theological reflection,
catechesis and missionary charity to contribute to
evangelizing, first and foremost, the Church, so that
having rediscovered the freshness and zeal of the first
love for the crucified and risen Lord, she may evangelize
the world with credibility and evangelical efficacy.

| bless you all in this day before the Solemnity of
Pentecost. | ask the Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles
and Mother of the Church, always to inspire us with the
testimony of her faith and the reassuring guarantee of
her motherly intercession. May the Blessed Apostles
Peter and Paul, the holy martyrs Charles Lwanga and his
companions, and Blessed Paolo Manna never cease to
pray to God for all of us, His missionaries.

From: Agenzia Fides 3/6/2017
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FR. TOM UZHUNNALILIS IN FACT ALIVE

A more recent
photo

his

After
kidnapping, Yemen officials say that Fr.
Tom Uzhunnalil is in fact alive and efforts are being
made for his release.

nearly a vyear since

Let us continue to pray for him, his health situation is

rﬁf)uorrtﬁdlyive{yldedicgte.

1919; AAS X1 [1919], 449).

This renewal requires a personal conversion, living the
mission as a permanent opportunity to announce Christ,
meeting him and helping others to have a personal
encounter with him too. | hope your material and
spiritual assistance to churches around the world will
make the churches more and more based on the Gospel
and on the baptismal involvement of all the faithful,
laymen and clerics, in the Church's only mission: to
make God’s love close to every man, especially to those
most in need of his mercy. The Extraordinary Month of
Prayer and reflection on mission as first evangelization
will serve this renewal of ecclesial faith so that the
Easter of Jesus Christ, the only Savior, Lord and Spouse
of his Church, will always and ever work.
The preparation of this extraordinary time dedicated to
the first proclamation of the Gospel helps us to be more
and more Church in mission, according to the words of
Blessed Paul VI, in his Apostolic Exhortation EVv a n
n u nt antaghd carta of the post-Conciliar missionary
effort. Pope Montini wrote: «The Church is an
evangelizer, but she begins by being evangelized herself.
She is the community of believers, the community of
hope lived and communicated, the community of
brotherly love, and she needs to listen unceasingly to
what she must believe, to her reasons for hoping, to the
new commandment of love. She is the People of God
immersed in the world, and often tempted by idols, and
she always needs to hear the proclamation of the
mighty works of God (cf. Acts 2:11; 1 Pt 2: 9) which
converted her to the Lord; she always needs to be called
together afresh by Him and reunited. In brief, this
means that she has a constant need of being
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If you would like to receive this newsletter on a regular

basis please send your name and email address to

pms.dirsa@gmail.com and we will gladly place you on
our mailing list.

We would kindly ask you to do your part in promoting
the missions by forwarding this newsletter by email to
confreres, catholic organisations, friends, family,
parishioners and acquaintances.

For those who have absolutely no way of getting it by
email - ask your parish priest or a friend to be so kind as
to print it for you.
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